Port Austin Run, July 10, 2010
Sunny skies with a light breeze brought out more than 180 runners and walkers for the Port Austin Run, held July 10.  This benefit for BluewaterThumb Youth for Christ, in its 18th year, features an 8K run, a 2-mile run, and a 2-mile walk.  

Fifteen year old Caroline Knoblock of Hartley, Iowa won the women’s two-mile run with a time of 13:36, beating Leah DeSimpelare of Unionville (14:13) and Crystal Schaible of Bad Axe (14:19).  

Winning the men’s two-mile run for the 6th straight year was Justin Noble, Pinckney, MI, in 11:31.  Second and third were Thomas Martin of Belleville, MI (12:15) and Justin Syrowik of Holly, MI (12:41).
This year Katie (Kelly) Noble of Pinkney, MI took on a longer race (she has run the two-mile for many years) and won the women’s 8K run with a time of 31:59.  Taking second and third places were sisters from Caro, MI, Erica Roe (35:37) and Lexi Roe (36:35).

Caro’s track coach, Jeff Schember, won the men’s 8K run for the third straight year with a time of 29:21, defeating  Alan Gabalis, also of Caro, (30:38) and Larry Kanaby of Bad Axe (30:55) by over a minute.

In the women’s two-mile walk Shanna Martus, Brown City, MI beat second place walker Mary Ann Kelly, Port Austin by 45 seconds with a time of 25:00.  Former nationally-ranked race-walker Rod Craig, Bad Axe, for the 9th straight year won the men’s two-mile walk (17:42), beating Donald Van Hove of Commerce, MI by more than 7 minutes.

After the race and before the trophies and medals were awarded a drawing was held. Race participants won gift certificates for meals at the Pasta House and Lighthouse Cafe, ice cream from Twisters of Port Austin, The Blue Moon, and Grindstone General Store, fudge from the Port Austin Dime Store and Fudge Shoppe, passes at Wiley's Waterjet Slide, gift certificates to Port Austin Putt-Putt Golf, Up-The-Grove Gifts and Antiques and to the Farmers Market, and two coolers along with goodies from Thumb Area Transit. 

 

Other businesses sponsoring the run include Port Austin Shell Service, Finan and Schmidt Agency, Port Austin State Bank, Zimmerman and Sons Electric, The Corner Beverage, Port Austin Market, Heins Hardware and Lisa’s Loft, Lakeside Motor Lodge, Century 21 Babcock Realty, Joe's Pizzeria, Woodland Chimney, Rathmourne Dairy, Dave Thuemmel Woodcrafts, Farmers Co-operative Grain Co., Lake Street Emporium and The Stock Pot. 

The race committee would like to thank all the sponsors, many volunteers and Miller Race Management of Bay City who provided the timing.  A complete listing of race participants and their times along with various pictures from the race are posted on www.parun.org.   Next year’s race planning committee is now being formed.  For more information email race@parun.org or call Charlotte Thuemmel, 989-738-8772.

